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Handout	1	
	

You	are	the	host	for	the	weekly	ZNN	broadcast,	“Talking	with	the	Founders.”	In	a	previous	
episode,	you	interviewed	Representative	Ellison	from	Minnesota	and	Representative	Goode	from	
Virginia.		Today	you	will	discuss	Representative	Ellison’s	use	of	the	Quran	in	his	swearing	in	
ceremony	and	Representative	Goode’s	reaction	with	some	of	the	Founders.	In	your	studio	are	
Benjamin	Franklin,	John	Adams,	George	Washington,	and	Thomas	Jefferson.	

	
Write	a	question	for	each	Founder,	and	write	their	response	to	each	question.		Answers	should	
consist	of	at	least	five	sentences	and	incorporate	what	you	learned	about	each	Founder	from	the	
statements	you	read	in	Source	2.	
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How	Should	the	United	States	Deal	with	Threats	from	Muslim	Countries?	
John	Adams	and	Thomas	Jefferson	Debate	the	Question	

	
When	the	United	States	declared	independence,	Americans	lost	the	protection	of	the	British	Navy,	and	
they	lost	the	safety	provided	through	bribes	and	tributes	paid	by	the	British	to	the	Barbary	States.	These	
states	along	the	North	African	coast	often	used	piracy	and	attacked	Mediterranean	trade.		Nearly	100	
American	ships	traded	in	the	Mediterranean	each	year,	carrying	valuable	cargos	of	salted	fish,	flour,	
lumber,	sugar	and	other	goods	in	exchange	for	lemons,	oranges,	figs,	olive	oil,	and	opium.	In	1785,	Algiers	
captured	two	American	ships,	the	Dauphin	and	the	Maria,	and	21	crewmen.	Thomas	Jefferson,	American	
Consul	to	France,	and	John	Adams,	American	Consul	to	Great	Britain,	were	instructed	by	the	Congress	of	
the	Confederation	to	arrange	the	return	of	the	crewmen	and	obtain	a	treaty	with	Algiers.	All	their	efforts	
failed,	but	an	extensive	correspondence	between	Adams	and	Jefferson	revealed	their	sentiments	about	
tribute,	ransom	and	war.		
	 	
Adams	and	Jefferson	had	an	informative	meeting	with	the	Ambassador	from	Tripoli	in	London	in	1785.		
Ambassador	Abdrahaman	explained	to	them	why	they	must	pay	tribute	to	Tripoli	to	obtain	peace	even	
though	the	United	States	and	Tripoli	were	not	at	war.	

	
“The	Ambassador”	–	Jefferson	wrote	to	John	Jay	–	“answered	us	that	it	was	founded	on	the	Laws	of	their	Prophet,	
[Mohammad]	that	it	was	written	in	their	Koran,	that	all	nations	who	should	not	become	Muslim	were	sinners,	that	it	
was	the	right	and	duty	of	Muslim	countries	to	make	war	upon	non-Muslim	countries	wherever	they	could	be	found,	
and	to	make	slaves	of	all	they	could	take	as	Prisoners,	and	that	every	Musselman	[Muslim]	who	should	be	slain	in	
battle	was	sure	to	go	to	Paradise.”	

	
Jefferson	and	Adams	failed	to	reach	an	understanding	with	the	Ambassador.	In	an	exchange	of	letters	in	
1786	they	discussed	the	possible	options.	Read	the	letters	found	in	Sources	7-10.	Answer	the	related	
questions	in	Handouts	3-6.	Then	fill	in	the	“Argument/Counterargument”	table	found	in	Handout	7.	
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Adams	to	Jefferson,	June	6,	1786	
	

	
	
Cost	of	Paying	Tribute	
(Does	Adams	think	the	pirates	will	settle	for	
less?)	
	

	

	
Cost	of	Not	Paying	Tribute	
(including	insurance,	loss	of	trade,	etc.)	
	

	

	
Total	Costs	

	

	

	 	
	
Cost	of	Military	Action	Against	the	Pirates	
(Will	this	be	the	end	of	the	costs?)	
	

	

	
Is	John	Adams	making	a	recommendation	to	Thomas	Jefferson	or	just	making	an	argument?			
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Adams	to	Jefferson,	July	3,	1786	
	

1. What	does	Adams	mean	by	the	sentence,	“The	Policy	of	Christendom	has	made	Cowards	of	all	
their	Sailors	before	the	Standard	of	Mahomet”?	
	
	
	
	

2. According	to	Adams,	what	must	the	United	States	do	to	achieve	peace	in	the	Mediterranean?	
	
	
	
	

3. Can	the	US	rely	on	the	European	powers	to	help	achieve	this	peace?	
	
	
	
	

4. 	Why	does	Adams	think	US	military	action	would	be	a	good	idea?	
	
	
	

5. 	Why	is	Adams	reluctant	to	advise	US	military	action?	
	
	
	

6. What	is	it	costing	the	United	States	to	not	pay	the	bribes	to	the	pirates?	
	
	
	
	

7. What	is	John	Adams’	recommendation?	
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Jefferson	to	Adams,	July	11,	1786	
	

1. What	are	the	instructions	of	the	U.	S.	Government	of	the	Confederation	to	John	Adams	and	Thomas	
Jefferson	as	to	how	they	should	resolve	the	problems	with	the	Barbary	Pirates?	

	
	

2. How	does	Jefferson	wish	the	United	States	to	act?	

Briefly	list	his	six	reasons:	

	 1.	

	 2.	

	 3.	

	 4.	

	 5.	

	 6.		

3. How	does	Jefferson	determine	that	war	is	less	expensive	than	paying	the	bribes?	
	

	

4. What	countries	does	he	believe	will	help	the	US?	

	

5. Does	Jefferson	believe	that	the	southern	and	northern	states	would	unite	in	supporting	military	
action?	
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Adams	to	Jefferson,	July	31,	1786	
	

1. What	issue	does	Adams	mention	again	that	makes	him	cautious	about	war	in	the	Mediterranean?	
	
	
	
	
	

2. What	does	he	feel	is	wrong	with	Jefferson’s	war	plans?	
	
	
	
	
	

3. Why	is	war	with	Algiers	not	enough	to	gain	protection	for	American	trade?	
	
	
	
	
	

4. What	appears	to	be	Adams’	opinion	of	the	US	Government	of	the	Confederation?	
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Argument/Counterargument 
John	Adams,	Thomas	Jefferson	and	the	Barbary	Pirates	

	
Should	the	United	States	respond	to	the	Barbary	Pirate	attacks	on	American	shipping	in	the	Mediterranean	
Sea	by	paying	the	required	bribes	or	by	using	military	force?	
	
After	reading	Sources	7-10	and	answering	the	questions	on	Handouts	3-6,	fill	in	the	Table	below.	Be	sure	to	cite	
specific	evidence	from	the	documents	and	explain	Adams’	and	Jefferson’s	reasoning.	
	
	 FOR	Paying	

Tribute	
AGAINST	Paying	

Tribute	
FOR	Military	

Action	
AGAINST	Military	

Action	

	
John	Adams	

U.	S.	Minister	to	
Great	Britain	

	
	
	

	

	 	 	 	

	
Thomas	Jefferson	
U.	S.	Minister	to	

France	
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Pre-Writing	Guide	

Introducing	your	position	 In	1786	the	United	States	should	have	responded	to	the	
Barbary	Pirates	by	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	
	

Introducing	and	using	evidence	 I	take	this	position	because	I	agree	with	___________	when	he	
said	….	
	

Explaining	and	justifying	 Furthermore,	I	believe	that	_____________	was	right	when	he	
said	….	
	

Showing	cause	and	effect	 If	we	had	_____________________	then	it	is	likely	that		
_____________________________	.	I	believe	Adams/Jefferson	was	
right	when	he	said	….	
	

Counterargument	 On	the	other	hand		….	
	
Even	though	….	
	



	 	
	

	
Islam	and	the	United	States	

	
	

	
Page	9	Islam	and	the	United	States	

Copyright	2016,	NCHE	

Concluding	 In	other	words	….	
(summarize	your	argument	and	briefly	explain	why	the	
presence	of	a	counterargument	hasn’t	caused	you	to	change	
your	mind)	
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http://www.earlyamerica.com/early-america-review/volume-6/terrorism-early-america/		“Terrorism	
in	Early	America:	The	U.	S.	Wages	War	Against	the	Barbary	States	to	End	International	Blackmail	and	
Terrorism”	by	Thomas	Jewett	
	
http://www.americanheritage.com/content/us-vs-international-terrorists	
	August	1977	I	Volume	28,	Issue	5	“A	Chapter	From	Our	Past	“The	U.	S.	vs.	International	Terrorists”	by	
Gaddis	Smith	
	
http://www.americanheritage.com/content/shores-tripoli		Magazine,	Archives,	2000-2009,	Vol.	53	In	
The	News	“The	Shores	of	Tripoli:	Our	First	Fight	Against	International	Terrorists”	by	Kevin	Baker	
	
Chapter	2,	“Jefferson	v.	The	Barbary	Pirates”	from	A.B.C.	Whipple,	To	the	Shores	of	Tripoli:	The	Birth	of	the	
U.S.	Navy	and	Marines.	Annapolis:	U.S.	Naval	Institute	Press,	2001.	
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Barbary 
Wars 

Gulf 
Wars 

Causes 

Warfare 

Diplomacy 

Leadership 

Handout	10	
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Were	the	Barbary	Wars	the	United	States’	first	war	on	terrorism?	
 
	 	 Use	the	template	below	guide	your	response	to	the	question	above.	
	

Introductory	
Paragraph	

	
The	Barbary	Wars	of	the	18th	and	19th	centuries	were	similar	to	and	different	from	
the	Gulf	Wars	of	the	20th	and	21st	centuries	in	interesting	and	important	ways.	
	
They	are	similar	in	___________________,	___________________		
	
and	__________________________.(supporting	ideas	for	paragraph	2),		
	
and	different		in	___________________,	_________________________		
	
and	___________________________.(supporting	idea	for	paragraph	3)		

Paragraph	2	
Supporting	
Idea	

Restate	similarities	in	complete	sentences	and	discuss	separately.	
	
	
	
	

Paragraph	3	
Supporting	
Idea	

Restate	differences	in	complete	sentences	and	discuss	separately.	
	
	
	
	

Paragraph	4	 Now	answer	the	question:	Were	the	Barbary	Wars	the	United	States’	first	war	on	
terrorism?	
	
Provide	three	reasons,	based	on	evidence,	for	your	position.	
1.	
	
2.	
	
3.	
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Conclusion	

In	other	words.	.	.	.	.	.	.	..	.		
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In	talking	about	history,	people	often	quote	the	sentence,	“The	Past	is	Prologue.”		Others	remind	us,	“The	
Past	is	a	foreign	country.	They	did	things	differently	there.”	Looking	at	one	or	more	of	the	three	themes	
studied	for	this	lesson	in	the	context	of	the	BackStory	episode,	“Islam	&	the	United	States,”	choose	and	
defend	one	of	these	two	statements	about	history.	Use	the	format	below	to	guide	your	writing.	
	

Introducing	your	position	 I	support	the	idea	that	“___________________________.”	(insert	the	
quotation	that	you	will	defend)	

Introducing	and	using	evidence	 I	take	this	position	because	I	agree….	
	

Explaining	and	justifying	 Furthermore,	I	believe….	
	

Showing	cause	and	effect	 For	example….	

Counterargument	 On	the	other	hand….	
Even	though….	
	

Concluding	 In	other	words….	
(summarize	your	argument	and	briefly	explain	why	the	
presence	of	a	counterargument	hasn’t	caused	you	to	change	
your	mind)	
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